Critter Chatter

Moot Ar\gd and Halo

These dogs were found with life-
threatening injuries, consistent with
cruelty caused by dogfighting.

When we first met Halo and Angel, they were seriously
injured andterrified of every person and their surroundings.

Who knows what horrors Angel and Halo faced before
they were brought to the Santa Maria Valley Humane
Society in May of 2016. Due to the nature of their injuries,
we suspect they were used as bait dogs — where these
innocent pups were attacked by other dogs being trained
for dogfighting.

Angel suffered multiple bite wounds to her head and
neck, many of which were infected. But her worst injuries
> A/\gd and H-o\(o with Hieir new were to her legs, which had debilitating lacerations and
oMim/bro-l-hex, B«o\o\g. iignts of slirious infection, making it extremely painful for
er to walk.

Halo had penetrating bites all along her legs, in various stages of infection. This poor pup also had a severe
bite injury on her neck that was too big for immediate surgery, so we cleaned and bandaged the wound. The
expert veterinary team at SMVHS provided emergency treatment and care, keeping her comfortable during
the initial healing process until surgery.

Both dogs were petrified of loud noises and people, and often huddled together in fear. But these brave girls
found strength and companionship with each other throughout their recovery process. The tireless efforts
of the SMVHS staff and dedicated volunteers for the last year helped Angel and Halo make tremendous
progress.

These best friends needed to find a home together, because they have become inseparable. Then the big
day came - a family from Alta Loma saw the promotion video the shelter staff produced to help Angel and
Halo find a home, and adopted both girls!

Today they have a new canine brother, Buddy, and they are happily settled into their new home. Angel and
Halo's new “parents” are kind and patient with the pair, and the girls are flourishing. They love to play together
in their backyard, go on family walks every night and beg affectionately for treats. Life is good!

Thank you for giving Angel and Halo the opportunity to heal physically and emotionally until they found
a loving family! To learn more about dogs and cats who are currently available for adoption, please visit
www.smvhs.org/adopt-pet.
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We're Open More Hours:

Animal Adoption Center
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday - Sunday

Spay & Neuter Clinic - By appointment only
7:30 am. to 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

Animal Wellness Clinic

Walk-in wellness & vaccination services
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday & Saturday

Owned Animal Intake - By appointment only
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday

schedules.

We provide low-cost spay/neuter services for pets belonging
to families that might otherwise have trouble affording this
needed surgery. And we are also expanding the services at
our Wellness Clinic for pets, helping to keep them healthy
and in their homes.

WWe're on the move with our pets, too! SMVHS already has
adoptable cats, available seven days a week, at Santa
Barbara's Cat Therapy Cat Cafe. And soon we'll have more
cats for adoption at PetSmart, every day of the week.

You're probably also noticing the new look and design in
this newsletter. With a new vision to create communities
where every dog and cat has a home, and a refined
mission to rescue, shelter, heal, place and train dogs and
cats, we wanted to update our logo and branding. The
new design, created by branding expert Tony de la Riva,
honors the history of the previous work by keeping a
dog and cat closely held inside a heart, yet adds bright
vibrant colors to speak to current audiences and the
future.

Though several changes are taking place, we still are
and will always be committed to caring for animals and
the people who love them. Thank you for your support
during this time of transition!

For the Animals,
M\M
Sean Hawkins ‘

Executive Director .‘ ..




The Santa Barbara County District Attorney's office is

dog-crazy! They are partnering with the Santa Maria

Valley Humane Society for a fantastic new program

called DA Dogs. This innovative program — the first
of its kind in California — encourages adoptable pets
and people to exercise together.

“The District Attorney's office is filled with dog-
friendly staffers, and DA Joyce Dudley expressed an
interest in becoming more involved with promoting
the adoption of homeless pets," says Sean Hawkins,
our hew Executive Director. "High-energy shelter dogs
joinattorneys, investigators and staffers for recreational
walking and jogging outings over their lunch hour. A
certified dog trainer accompanies the dogs, so basic
manners and leash walking skills are taught along the
way.”

. ™ . 2 SANTA MARIA VALLEY
Exposing dogs to unfamiliar people, environments . HUMANE SOCIETY

and experiences is key to helping dogs acclimate to a
new home. And since there is limited time for staff and
volunteers to thoroughly exercise every dog, this solution
is particularly beneficial for high-energy dogs who might
otherwise grow bored or frustrated.

Joyce Dudley, DA for Santa Barbara County, says, ‘All
DA Dogs wear ‘Adopt Me' vests, bringing exposure to
adoptable dogs. Additionally, my staff each have a shelter
dog as a workout partner. This kind of exercise enriches
both the body and soul, and can help reduce stress in a
very intense work environment”

In addition to exercise, these dogs might meet potential
adopters or encourage someone who might not have
considered adopting an animal to visit the Santa Maria
Valley Humane Society.

The DA Dogs are returned to SMVHS after their workout,
happy and rested. The human participants experience
the kind of joy that comes from being active while helping
animals in need - it's a win-win for everyone!

This is just one of the transformative programs that you are
helping to support at Santa Maria Valley Humane Society.
Through your generosity, the lives of animals and people
are being changed for the better every single day.



During the vecent Alamo Fire, Your support hdpu\ vescu
and shelter local animals who were o\isplo\ou\.

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED
TO CHANGE MORE LIVES!

As the Santa Maria Valley Humane Society expands upon our mission
to improve the lives of animals in our communities — and is on track to
care for 1,000 additional dogs and cats in the next 12 months — support
from you and other dedicated members of the community is critical.

Here are some current needs we have;

Funds to pay for the new animal transport van that was bought to
take adoptable pets out in the community.

Laptops staff members can use to facilitate offsite adoption events.

Kuranda beds so every dog and cat has a soft surface to snuggle
on each night.

Commercial high-capacity washer and dryer to handle the high
volume of laundry.

New Crijo® activity structures — that can be cleaned and sanitized
— so0 cats in the activity rooms stay healthy.

To learn more about how your support can make a difference, visit
www.smvhs.org today. Thank you for caring!
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