
2018 FALL

The Presqu’ile Winery Second Annual 5K9 Run & Walk benefits 
the awesome work of the Santa Maria Valley Humane Society 
and takes place Saturday, October 6, 2018. The most beautiful 
run and walk event with your dog in the Central Coast begins 
and ends at the Presqu’ile Winery Tasting Room, 5391 Presquile 
Drive, Santa Maria, CA 93455. Packet pick-up starts at 8 am, the 
5K9 run starts at 9 am, and the walk starts at 10 am.  

There is no fee to run or walk with your dog but prizes are earned 
for levels of fundraising. Prize levels are cumulative, $15 tote 
bag and complementary glass of wine, $35 dog bandanna, $50 
event t-shirt, $75 sport water bottle, $100 collapsible water 
bowl. Special Los Alamos wine getaway weekend awarded for 
the top fundraiser, plus prizes for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
5K9 run and winners. Space is limited to 250 participants so 
sign-up online now at www.smvhs.org/presquile5k9-run-walk. 

We welcome all human runners, walkers, joggers, and 
spectators along with well-mannered and leashed dogs who 
are interested in enjoying the great outdoors and some of 
the best wine that Santa Barbara County has to offer. After 
participants complete the course, they are encouraged to 
relax on Presqu’ile’s spacious grounds, drink delicious wine, 
and enjoy local vendors and live music.

Famous for its complex, small-batch wines, Presqu’ile 
Winery is in the heart of Santa Barbara County, situated 
high atop a hill, with stunning ocean and vineyard views.  
The Grand Prize Winning Spokesdog and Spokescat for 
the “2018 Presqu’ile Rescue Wine Collection” will also be 
announced at the 5K9 Run & Walk.  Advanced Sommelier 
Cameron Porter, who is the Estate manager for Presqu’ile 
Winery, said, “All of us at the winery are huge dog and cat 
fans and it is important for our organization to support 
the life-saving work of the Santa Maria Valley Humane 
Society.  We could not think of a better way to celebrate 
pets and the people who love them than by creating a 
special release wine featuring rescued pets on the labels 
and announcing the wine label contest winners at a fun 
run through the vineyard!”  The wines featuring the 
winning dogs and cats will be available for purchase on 
October 6th.
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Thanks to Our Partners:



The Santa Maria Valley Humane Society announced the 
completion of the Stephanie Snow Memorial Gift Challenge and 
the dedication of the Stephanie Snow Radiology Suite.  Over 
$70,000 was raised to purchase new x-ray equipment for the 
veterinary department at the animal shelter.  Stephanie Snow 
was a courageous young woman whose passion in life was 
helping homeless animals. Sadly, Stephanie recently passed 
away at the age of 26 after a long battle with a rare bone disease,  
Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva, (FOP).  

Stephanie Snow was beloved in the community. Her very public 
battle with a horrible bone disease won the hearts of many 
citizens in Santa Maria. Stephanie was also a life-long volunteer 
for animal causes and helping homeless pets was her most 
important passion.  After Stephanie died last year, her family 
decided to honor Stephanie by supporting her passion, helping 
injured and orphaned pets.

Neither the Santa Maria Valley Humane Society nor Santa 
Barbara County Animal Services have x-ray equipment 
in their veterinary departments. When sick or injured 
animals arriving at these two animal shelters need x-rays, 
those services are purchased from area private practice 
veterinarians.  Having to find a private clinic willing 
and able to provide x-ray services is difficult and in an 
emergency the delay can be life-threatening.  The  new 
x-ray  equipment made possible by the Snow challenge 
gift at Santa Maria Valley Humane Society will be utilized by 
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MISSION
The Santa Maria Valley Humane Society exists 
to rescue, shelter, heal, place, and train dogs 
and cats while engaging our Central California 
Coastal community through education and 
advocacy to end animal homelessness.  

Continued on page 4

Pictured Below:  
Dan and Peggy Blough with their dog Tanner viewing x-rays.



YMCA AND HUMANE SOCIETY 
SAVE LIVES WITH RUNNING 
BUDDY  
HEALING AND HELPING AT BOTH ENDS OF THE LEASH

Santa Maria Valley Humane Society (SMVHS) and Santa Maria 
Valley YMCA (SMVYMCA) announced a new partnership that 
supports local healthy living and life-saving with a program 
called ‘Running Buddy’ that connects Y members with homeless 
dogs from the Humane Society to walk or run in the park  
this summer.

Initially once a week, Running Buddy is a community outreach 
program that involves bringing home-seeking shelter dogs from 
SMVHS to the SMVYMCA to be walked or run by Y members and 
families in beautiful Waller Park. In addition to teaching important 
manners and skills to shelter dogs, like how to walk on a leash and 
polite meeting of unfamiliar people, this program makes exercise 
fun and purposeful when people have a canine workout partner. The 
program is open to all ages; however, participants are asked for the 
dog handler be over the age of 18.

“Sean Hawkins and I accidentally met at the Avila Dog Beach one 
Sunday while I was taking my dog for a run on the beach and he was 
exercising a dog from the shelter. We decided to create a community 
wellness program that benefitted both humans and dogs, for fun 
and for free!” said Shannon Seifert, YMCA CEO.  “The best type of 
collaborations are those that are simple with like-minded community 
leaders. We’re grateful to have both the opportunity and the 
benefits to Y members and Humane Society pups. The collaboration  
is priceless!”

“Everyone knows the human health benefits of regular exercise 
and I am so inspired by how active YMCA members are here in our 
community,” according to Sean Hawkins, Executive Director of the 
SMVHS.  “When I ran into Shannon at the beach with our dogs it 
was a lightbulb moment. Why aren’t we bringing shelter dogs to the 
YMCA to run with people every single day?” Y members sign up for 
a Running Buddy before each scheduled run. The Humane Society 
arrives at the Y with behaviorally appropriate dogs who are leashed 
and wearing “Adopt Me” vests for extra exposure. A certified dog 
trainer remains on-site to help with coaching and tips for running 
with a shelter dog.  “There is benefit for both pets and the people 
who love them. We are healing and helping at both ends of the leash,”  
Hawkins concluded.   

Citizens who would like to participate in the Running Buddy program 
can leave their name and email address with Sabrina Arcos, 
sabrinaarcos1@gmail.com, and she will add you to the participant list 
to be contacted for sign-ups. Walks are currently held on Thursday 
afternoons, from 4-6 and you do not need to be a YMCA member 
to participate. Initial response has already indicated interest in 
expanding the Running Buddy program to additional days and times. 
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URGENT: HELP LOCAL 
ANIMALS IN FIRE DISASTERS
Devastating fires have ravaged Goleta in Santa Barbara County, 
burning through about 100 acres of land and causing thousands 
to be evacuated. In the midst of disaster, animals were displaced 
from their owners and many were left with life-threatening injuries.
Whether its fires, floods, or mudslides, with teams of veterinarians, 
dedicated staff and trained volunteers, Santa Maria Valley Humane 
Society provide emergency care for hundreds of animals each year 
affected and displaced by disasters. Our Pet Safe programs, like 
Pet Food Pantry and Chrissie’s Fund, work to ensure animals who 
need assistance before disasters are helped and healed.
We urgently need your support to meet the needs of every animal 
who comes through our door – before the next disaster strikes.

““Many animals have 
been left with 
life-threatening 
injuries

YOUR GIFT HELPS SAVE ANIMALS IN DISTRESS.

STEPHANIE SNOW RADIOLOGY SUITE DEDICATION 
TO HELP HOMELESS PETS
Continued from page 2

both the Humane Society and Animal Services, 
helping more animals in need.   

“Our daughter, Stephanie Snow, passed away on 
January 2, 2018,” said Stephanie’s Mom, Jennifer 
Snow.  “Through Stephanie’s courage and grace she 
was able to spread awareness, raise funds and be a 
part of the research efforts for FOP, which took our 
daughter’s life.  However, FOP is a medical condition 
that Stephanie had, FOP is not what defined who 
Stephanie was. Stephanie’s number one passion 
in life was the welfare and care of animals, and we 
believe that now helping sick and injured pets heal 

is the best way we can remember her,” Snow says.  

 
Honoring the life of a remarkable young woman 
who deeply loved animals, the Stephanie Snow 
Radiology Suite at the Santa Maria Valley Humane 
Society was made possible by Stephanie’s Friends, 
the Porpiglia Family and Dan & Peggy Blough. Santa 
Maria Community Bank helped to support the 
fundraising campaign and sponsor the dedication 
ceremony at the Humane Society on  
August 9, 2018. 


