
2018 WINTER

The Orcutt Children’s Arts Foundation hosted its 7th annual 
Chalk Festival in Historic Old Town Orcutt on Saturday, 

September 29th.  This family-friendly free community art 
event turned Old Town Orcutt into a gallery of vibrant street 
murals and this year the Santa Maria Valley Humane Society 
was on hand to provide interesting hands-on art activities 
for kids to directly help homeless pets at the animal shelter.  

Kids could become a “Canine Chef” for the day by creating 
food-stuffed KONGs for the dogs at the shelter. By stuffing 
the KONG food puzzles with kibble and delectable treats, 
we are teaching appropriate chew activities to the shelter 
dogs, valuable skills for a newly adopted dog to adapt 
to a new home.  We also unleashed creative skills with 
kids as they built and decorated cat toys for the shelter 
cats. Some kids stuffed donated socks with cotton filling, 
added a dose of catnip, closed the socks and decorated 
the outside. Other kids made insect designs from colorful 
pipe cleaners. Perfect low-budget toys to keep our cats 
busy, engaged and socialized while they are waiting for 
their homes. 

Special thanks to Tavia Szostek, Community Engagement 
Manager, and the awesome volunteers who developed 
and managed the activities for this event and a shout 
out to Richard Corbo, Children’s Art Foundation Board 
Member, for involving the Humane Society with this 
wonderful event that helps to bring people and pets 
together!

Orcutt Chalk 
Festival

Critter Chatter 

Santa Maria Valley Humane Society  
hosts hands-on arts and crafts activities to 
help homeless pets at the shelter.



Big, huge congratulations to Sophie, Hampton, Hercules, Ashley, 
Sebastian, and Tiger! These are the three finalist Spokesdogs and 
three finalists Spokescats for the 2018 Presquile Rescue Wine 
Collection labels. 

While all of the dogs and cats are winners and every pet entered 
was featured in a special pull-out section of the Santa Maria 
Times on October 6th, only one dog and only one cat could 
appear on the labels of the Presqu’ile Rescue Wine Collection. 

After careful deliberations, the celebrity judges (the owners of 
Presqu’ile Winery and the publishers of the Santa Maria Times) 
selected “Sophie” as the 2018 Spokedog Winner and “Ashley” 
as the Spokescat Winner for labels of the Rescue Wine that 
is now available at Presqu’ile Winery, just in time for holiday 
gifting. Visit www.presquilewine.com/Wines/Rescue-Wines 
to order individual bottles or a special gift collection with one 
bottle of each for just $50. 

Proceeds from both the contest and wine purchases  
benefit the life-saving programs at the Santa Maria Valley 
Humane Society. 

“Sophie” was used by a backyard breeder and after years 
of breeding, she was discarded on the street. Although she 
came from an environment where she hadn’t experienced 
love, she has turned into such a sweet and happy girl who 
loves to give kisses.  “Sophie” is the top choice to be the 
ambassador for rescued dogs.  

“Ashley” is a truly selfless cat who lives in a wonderful home, 
has dedicated her life to helping other kitties. “Ashley” 
works to make sure other cats find loving parents where 
they, too, can have as many treats as they want. 

Because “Ashley” helps her human parents raise funds for 
less-fortunate cats who are homeless in the animal shelter, 
“Ashley” is the perfect 2018 Spokescat for Presqu’ile.
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MISSION
The Santa Maria Valley Humane Society exists 
to rescue, shelter, heal, place, and train dogs 
and cats while engaging our Central California 
Coastal community through education and 
advocacy to end animal homelessness.  



BEAT THE HEAT 
STERILIZES 100 
CATS IN 1 DAY!   

VETERINARIANS FROM WESTERN COLLEGE 
HELP COMPLETE THE SIX-HOUR LONG 

SPAY/NEUTER DAY 

We could not be more thankful for and proud 
of the amazing volunteers and staff who 
made our Beat the Heat cat spay/neuter 

day a huge success on Sunday, September 16th! 
Exactly 100 community cats were sterilized in a little 
over six hours. That is a remarkable accomplishment 
by any measurement! Much thanks and a shout 
out to Western College of Veterinary Medicine and 
the Shelter Medicine program with Dr. Zara Hedge 
and her student volunteers! Extra thanks to our 
shelter veterinarians, Dr. Tom Thompson, Dr. Davielle 
Smalley and Dr. Mike O’Hara for your professionalism 
and expertise that made today just perfect. Special 
recognition to Tavia Szostek and Teri Creath for 

ENSURING THE CARE OF YOUR 
PETS AFTER YOU’RE GONE WITH A PET TRUST
If you have pets, you want the comfort of knowing they 
will be cared for and loved if anything should happen 
to you.  We strongly recommend that you please 
remember your pets when crafting your estate plan.  
Find someone you can trust to leave them to, and talk 
to this person so they know your plans.  

If, however, you do not have anyone to leave your pets 
to, Santa Maria Valley Humane Society now offers a 
Pet Trust program to ensure your pet is taken care 
of, in a new home with a loving family, when you are 
gone or are disabled.

We suggest a minimum planned gift of $5,000 
bequeathed to Santa Maria Valley Humane Society, 
Inc., Federal Identification Number 77-0002949, to 
support your pets’ enrollment. 

You can find the enrollment form along with a pet 
profile for dogs and cats online at  www.smvhs.org/
pet-safe-pet-trust-program. 

organizing our volunteers and staff! The Beat the 
Heat promotion was a community-wide promotion 
made possible by a grant from the Santa Barbara 
Animal Care Foundation and the Responsible Pet 
Owners Alliance. Any dog or cat living in a family 
that receives public assistance can be spayed 
or neutered for free at the Santa Maria Valley 
Humane Society through the Big Fix program that 
is ongoing. For more information on the Big Fix or to 
schedule an appointment for spay or neuter surgery,  
call (805) 349-3435.
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YOUR LEGACY FOR  
ANIMALS IN OUR COMMUNITY

A s we near the end of the year, many of us 
start to look at tax preparation and financial 
planning for the future.  Leaving a gift to 

Santa Maria Valley Humane Society in your will or 
trust, by beneficiary designation, or another form 
of planned gift can make a lasting difference in our 
vital and compelling work to save the lives of more 
dogs and cats. Many gifts cost you nothing now, 
there is no minimum contribution, and you are not 
locked into a decision you make today.

A bequest to the Santa Maria Valley Humane Society 
is a wonderful way to express your love for animals 
as part of your legacy. You can include a bequest 
to Santa Maria Valley Humane Society in your will 
or trust.  Make your bequest unrestricted or direct it 
to a specific program within the Santa Maria Valley 
Humane Society.

The benefit of leaving a gift in your will is that your 
assets remain in your control during your lifetime. 
You can always modify your bequest to address 
changing circumstances. You can direct your 
bequest to a particular purpose (be sure to check 
with us to make sure your gift can be used as you 
intend). 

Under current tax law there is no upper limit on the 
estate tax deduction for your charitable bequests. 
For help in creating your legacy for animals, and to 

discuss the general needs of the Santa Maria Valley 
Humane Society, please contact Sean Hawkins, 
Executive Director, by email at shawkins@smvhs.org 
or by phone (805) 310-4508. 

EXAMPLE LANGUAGE:

“I bequeath ______________ (dollar 

amount or % of estate) to be used 

for its general purposes (or you 

may restrict the gift to a specific 

program) to the Santa Maria 

Valley Humane Society, Inc., or 

its successors and/or assigns by 

merger or purchase, federal tax 

identification number 77-0002949, 

whose permanent address is 1687 

West Stowell Road, Santa Maria, 

California 93458.”


